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Important briefing: Prepare for the June 2026 Hawaii 
FEMA Flood map revisions

https://events.cotality.com/on-demand/41272ccc-8141-4c83-8249-9d611f825870?utm_campaign=193541090-MTG-ORG-Flood+Determinations-2026&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--WARDeBW9zEcj3MG3Y61LW4i3dPnjVSxhl0DZ1zvqXH7k3C5EDKEf6X7otk6hYOVIydVZ1
https://events.cotality.com/on-demand/41272ccc-8141-4c83-8249-9d611f825870?utm_campaign=193541090-MTG-ORG-Flood+Determinations-2026&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--WARDeBW9zEcj3MG3Y61LW4i3dPnjVSxhl0DZ1zvqXH7k3C5EDKEf6X7otk6hYOVIydVZ1


So, what about June 10?

https://www.cotality.com/resources/article/what - femas -upcoming - flood -map -changes -mean - for - lenders -and -servicers    

tǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΥ  ά²Ƙŀǘ C9a!Ωǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƳŀǇ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǊǎέ
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6/10/2026: FEMA's largest single -day flood map release in the past 5 years

Å 12 States , over 100 communities : intent was to add, update, digitize & modernize decades -old tracking systems

Å In Honolulu County , the data covers 400 miles of previously unmapped or outdated stream paths , providing 

the first comprehensive risk assessment for the area in over 10 years

Å Proactive Local Compliance : Where Honolulu genuinely stood out was in leveraging pre -existing frameworks 

to cushion the financial impacts for its residents:

Å In 2022, the city officially  ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ C9a!Ωǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅNFIP Community Rating System (CRS). Because 

they spent years enforcing superior local floodplain management, this proactive step successfully 

maintained the city's eligibility for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and locked in an automatic 

10% premium discount  for Oahu residents

Å Permit Compliance Catch -22 : Property owners who had building permit applications already pending review 

prior to June 10 are facing administrative friction. Officials are forcing these applicants to re -evaluate their 

blueprints entirely to avoid falling out of compliance with the newly active Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 

Chapter 21A

Å Strict "50% Rule" Financial Shock : A major pain point for property owners newly mapped into high - risk Special 

Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs)  is the implementation of the "substantial improvement" rule. If a homeowner plans 

a renovation that costs more than 50% of the structure's market value, they are now legally required to elevate 

the entire building's lowest floor at least one foot above the new base flood elevation



FIRMs and other islands
Å FEMA and local government agencies are actively in various stages of revising and refining Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) across the 

remaining Hawaiian islands.  Tailored island by island, to reflect local physical conditions & planning/development activity

Å No remaining Hawaiian islands have a finalized, island -wide release date scheduled for 2026 or 2027. Smaller -scale, localized 
adjustments and targeted studies are moving through the pipeline for 2026 and 2027.

Hawaii

Hawaii Island:  

Å FEMA and the Hawaii DLNR 

Engineering Division  have localized 

studies underway for the Hilo and 

Kona  coastlines to capture updated 

wave - runup data. 

Å These smaller watershed updates are 

projected to remain in the "Preliminary 

Study" phase through 2027. 

Kauai

Å Because Kauai's maps were heavily 

overhauled and modernized in 

February 2021 , no major revisions are 

slated for 2026 or 2027. 

Å Only minor, property -specific 

administrative adjustments (Letters of 

Map Amendment) are actively being 

processed.
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Maui

Maui County (Maui, Molokai, Lanai):

Å  FEMA's primary focus through 2026 

and 2027 is updating coastal flood 

hazard models for West Maui τ

specifically integrating post -wildfire 

terrain data and updated runoff 

vulnerabilities for Lahaina and Kihei . 

Å These localized preliminary models 

will be open to community review 

before a final publication date is set. 

https://www.hawaiirealtors.com/news-announcements/is-your-listing-in-a-new-flood-zone-what-every-o-ahu-realtor-needs-to-know-before-june-10
https://www.hawaiirealtors.com/news-announcements/is-your-listing-in-a-new-flood-zone-what-every-o-ahu-realtor-needs-to-know-before-june-10
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1. New Development

Why Flood 
Maps Change?

Why does it Matter 
to Lenders and 

Servicers?

2. Land Erosion/Changes

3. Rainfall/Climate Changes

4. Engineering/Mitigation

Under federal flood regulations, regulated lenders are prohibited 

from making, increasing, extending, or renewing a loan in the high -

risk flood zone unless the property is covered by flood insurance. 

Originations impact:   flood zone changes to properties securing 

loans in pipeline can impact loan closing requirements or cause 

negative surprises to borrowers post -closing. 

If a servicer determines a property securing a loan is moved into the 

high -risk flood zone, servicer must notify the borrower that flood 

ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀƴΦ ά45 day  ƴƻǘƛŎŜέ

If the borrower fails to obtain coverage within 45 days after notice, 

the servicer must lender -ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊΩǎ 

ōŜƘŀƭŦ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ

Servicing impact: flood zone changes drive disclosure and 

insurance requirements for servicer and GSEs require flood 

insurance to be in place within 120 days of flood map revision date. 

1. 

2. 
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Oahu: Pre & Post June 10, 2026  FIRM Visual Resource

https://www.resilientoahu.org/getfloodready   Ą άCLwa ¦ǇŘŀǘŜέ Ą άaŀǇΥ ±ƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ CƛǊƳǎέ

Property Address or Zip Code

Drag Cursor to see change
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FEMA 6/10/2026 Roll-out summary: Centralized "Get Flood Ready" Hub : Hawaii's deployment of theResilient Oahu Get Flood Ready 
Platform provided a highly clear, localized data portal. Many mainland jurisdictions (particularly in Colorado, Nebraska, Idaho, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, and Texas) lacked the localized digital infrastructure of the island municipality, forcing their residents to rely solely on the generic 
federal FEMA Flood Map Service Center.

https://www.resilientoahu.org/getfloodready
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Cotality 4D Flood 
Modeling/Determination
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Extreme 
Rainfall/Flash 
Flooding in Hawaii

Cumulative Rainfall Total: 500+ 
mm (recorded March 20 ς23)

Rainfall [mm]
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Flood footprint Hawaii (March 2026)


